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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

May 11, 2010
Doris Dumais
Director, Approvals Program
Ministry of the Environment
Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch
12A Floor
2 St. Clair Ave West
Toronto, ON, M4V 1L5

Dear Ms. Dumais
Subject:

Revised Draft Project Description Reports
Northland Power Inc. Solar Projects

On behalf of Northland Power Inc., please find attached the revised Draft Project Description Reports for
nine proposed solar projects. As discussed with Narren Santos, Program Support Coordinator, we have
revised the Project Description Reports to meet Ontario Ministry of the Environment requirements. In
particular, we have revised Section 2.2 and Table 2.1 of each report. Each Draft Project Description Report
has been prepared in accordance with Section 13 and 14(1)(a) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 and MOE’s draft
Guidance for Preparing the Project Description Report.
As per Section 14(1)(b) of Ontario Regulation 359/09, we look forward to receiving from you the list of
Aboriginal communities that we will consult with on each project. We are in the process of commencing the
Public and Aboriginal consultation by sending Notices of a Proposal and of First Public Meeting and as such
require the list of Aboriginal communities as soon as possible to not impact project timelines.
If you have any questions, please do no hesitate to contact the undersigned at 905-374-0701 (Ext. 5318) or
karnold@hatch.ca.
Sincerely,

Kimberley Arnold, B.Sc., M.E.S.
Manager, Environmental Services, Renewable Power
Attachment(s)

cc:

M. Lord, Northland Power Inc.
T. Hockin, Northland Power Inc.
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Doris Dumais, Director, Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch
Ministry of the Environment
2 St. Clair Ave., W, 12A Floor
Toronto, ON M4V 1L5
Dear Ms. Dumais:
Subject:

Notice of a Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting: Northland Power:
Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, just southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
Northland Power is undertaking a public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like to
invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide the public with an opportunity to learn more
about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast. We would appreciate any comments, queries or information you
may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Email: smale@hatch.ca

Fax: 905-374-1157

Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:srg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East

cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
H334680-0000-07-218-0036
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Brian Cameron, District Manager
Ministry of the Environment
Sudbury District Office, Suite 1201, 199 Larch St.
Sudbury, ON P3E 5P9
Dear Mr. Cameron:
Subject:

Notice of a Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting: Northland Power:
Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, just southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
Northland Power is undertaking a public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like to
invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide the public with an opportunity to learn more
about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast. We would appreciate any comments, queries or information you
may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Email: smale@hatch.ca

Fax: 905-374-1157

Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:srg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East

cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 28, 2010
Doris Dumais, Director, Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch
Ministry of the Environment
2 St. Clair Ave., W, 12A Floor
Toronto, ON M4V 1L5
Dear Ms. Dumais:
Subject:

Notice of a Notice of Public Meeting: Northland Power: Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, just southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30, 2010 and October 7,
2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide the public with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found online at:
www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast. We would appreciate any comments, queries or information you
may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Email: smale@hatch.ca

Fax: 905-374-1157

Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:srg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East

cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power

H334680-0000-07-218-0036
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 28, 2010
Brian Cameron, District Manager
Ministry of the Environment
Sudbury District Office, Suite 1201, 199 Larch St.
Sudbury, ON P3E 5P9
Dear Mr. Cameron:
Subject:

Notice of a Notice of Public Meeting: Northland Power: Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, just southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30, 2010 and October 7,
2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide the public with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found online at:
www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast. We would appreciate any comments, queries or information you
may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Email: smale@hatch.ca

Fax: 905-374-1157

Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:srg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East

cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power

H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
March 7, 2011
Doris Dumais, Director, Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch
Ministry of the Environment
2 St. Clair Ave., W, 12A Floor
Toronto, ON M4V 1L5

Subject:
Project

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power Solar Burk's Falls East L.P - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power Solar Burk’s Falls East L.P (hereafter referred to as “Northland”) is proposing to construct a
solar project in Township of Armour, just east of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of
10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As you are aware, Northland has initiated a public consultation program in support of the Project. This letter
is inviting you to an upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public
Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned meeting. This Notice will also be published in the
Almaguin News on March 10, 2011 and again on April14, 2011.
Along with an invitation to a Public Consultation Meeting, this letter is to provide notice that the supporting
documents, as per Section 16 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 are available for your review. These
documents include the Natural Heritage Reports, Water Body Reports, Construction Plan Report, Design and
Operation Report, Decommissioning Plan Report, Noise Assessment Study and Stage 1 and 2 Archaeology
Assessment Report. As well, to aid in your review an executive summary is also provided. These reports are
available on line at northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast and at the Township Armour municipal office. Further,
the information provided in these reports will be discussed during the Public Consultation Meeting from
10:00am to 12:00pm on May14, 2011 at the Armour, Ryerson and Burk’s Falls Memorial Arena and
Community Centre, 220 Centre Street, Burk’s Falls, Ontario. We would appreciate any comments, queries or
information you may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

March 7th, 2011
SM:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East Solar Project
cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
March 7, 2011
Brian Cameron, District Manager
Ministry of the Environment
Sudbury District Office, Suite 1201, 199 Larch St.
Sudbury, ON P3E 5P9

Subject:
Project

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power Solar Burk's Falls East L.P - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power Solar Burk’s Falls East L.P (hereafter referred to as “Northland”) is proposing to construct a
solar project in Township of Armour, just east of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of
10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As you are aware, Northland has initiated a public consultation program in support of the Project. This letter
is inviting you to an upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public
Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned meeting. This Notice will also be published in the
Almaguin News on March 10, 2011 and again on April14, 2011.
Along with an invitation to a Public Consultation Meeting, this letter is to provide notice that the supporting
documents, as per Section 16 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 are available for your review. These
documents include the Natural Heritage Reports, Water Body Reports, Construction Plan Report, Design and
Operation Report, Decommissioning Plan Report, Noise Assessment Study and Stage 1 and 2 Archaeology
Assessment Report. As well, to aid in your review an executive summary is also provided. These reports are
available on line at northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast and at the Township Armour municipal office. Further,
the information provided in these reports will be discussed during the Public Consultation Meeting from
10:00am to 12:00pm on May14, 2011 at the Armour, Ryerson and Burk’s Falls Memorial Arena and
Community Centre, 220 Centre Street, Burk’s Falls, Ontario. We would appreciate any comments, queries or
information you may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

March 7th, 2011
SM:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East Solar Project
cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Male, Sean
Thursday, May 27, 2010 8:49 AM
'Benner, Kim (MNR)'
Collins, Anne (MNR); 'mike.lord@northlandpower.ca'; 'tom.hockin@northlandpower.ca';
334844; Arnold, Kimberley
RE: Northland Power Proposed Solar Projects
H334844-0000-07-124-0005 - Burks Falls East - Rev D.pdf; Burks Falls East - Figure.pdf;
Burks Falls West - Figure.pdf; H334844-0000-07-124-0006 - Burks Falls West - Rev D.pdf

Hi Kim,
Please find attached copies of the Project Description Reports and associated figures that were submitted to MOE for
your review prior to our meeting tomorrow afternoon.
Tom Hockin of Northland Power and myself will be in attendance at the meeting. I will bring along hard copies of the
project description reports and figures showing the project locations.
I am proposing the following agenda for the meeting:







Introduction to Northland Power and Hatch
Renewable Energy Approval Process
Project Descriptions
Discussion of environmental features under MNR jurisdiction associated with each Project
Questions/Comments
Follow-up

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist, Environmental Assessment & Management
Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Niagara Falls, ON

From: Benner, Kim (MNR) [mailto:kim.benner@ontario.ca]
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2010 2:32 PM
To: Male, Sean
Cc: Collins, Anne (MNR)
Subject: Northland Power Proposed Solar Projects
Hi Sean,
Anne Collins, Parry Sound District’s Planning and Information Management Supervisor has asked me to confirm with you
that we are available to meet with you and Northland Power representatives on the afternoon of Friday May 28th here in
the Bracebridge MNR Boardroom, for the purpose of discussing potential concerns, baseline studies and approval and
permitting requirements by MNR for two solar projects with FIT contracts on private land in the Burk’s Falls area (Armour
and Ryerson Twp). Would 1:30pm be a convenient time? Please confirm at your earliest convenience.

1

If you could provide a brief description of each of the solar projects and associated/ancillary infrastructure that is being
considered, this would help us prepare for the meeting.
Thanks,

Kim Benner
District Planner
Bracebridge Area Office
1350 High Falls Road, Bracebridge
Parry Sound District MNR
(705) 646-5520
(705) 645-8372 (fax)
kim.benner@ontario.ca

2

McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Male, Sean
Friday, September 24, 2010 1:40 PM
'dorothy.shaver@ontario.ca'
'Tom Hockin'; Arnold, Kimberley; 334844; Collins, Anne (MNR)
Burk's Falls East Wetland Evaluation
NRSI_1141_Burks falls_letter_final_Comp_sept_20_2010_CAP2.pdf

Hi Dorothy,
Please find attached the completed wetland evaluation for the Burk’s Falls East project for your review. As the wetland
evaluation concludes that this feature is not provincially significant, there is no EIS required on this feature.
A wetland evaluation is not required for the Burk’s Falls West project as the project footprint is more than 120 m away
from any wetland communities.
All documents associated with the NHA reports have now been provided and we look forward to receiving your comments
on these reports.
Sincerely,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist/Environmental Assessment & Management

Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Fax: +1 905 374 1157
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, L2E 7J7

1

1141

September 20, 2010
Mr. Sean Male
Hatch
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500,
Niagara Falls, ON L2E 7J7

Dear Mr. Male:
Re:

Burk’s Falls Solar Project Wetland Evaluations

On behalf of Natural Resource Solutions Inc., I am pleased to provide the following
which documents the work completed relative to wetland evaluation at the above noted
solar project being proposed by Northland Power.
The objectives of this assignment were to provide project-specific assessments and
possibly evaluations of wetlands found on or within 120m of proposed project
components as per Renewable Energy Approval Regulation 359/09. Review of Land
Information Ontario (LIO) and aerial photography indicated that potential unevaluated
wetlands are located within the study site; it also indicated that no provincially significant
wetlands are known within 800m of the study area. The analysis will focus on
determining whether the unevaluated wetlands are provincially significant.
Study Approach
This work included the following:
•

Collection and review of background information on wetland-related natural
features in the vicinity of the project site.

•

Identification of all wetlands, evaluated and non-evaluated, within approximately
750m of the subject wetlands to assess the extent of wetland mapping that would
be required to address whether wetlands in the vicinity of the project site would
be complexed with other wetlands (i.e. to identify whether a ‘string’ of
unevaluated wetlands occur between the subject wetlands and the nearest
evaluated wetland)

•

Conduct field surveys of subject wetlands on the project site as well as on
neighbouring lands. This included mapping of wetland vegetation communities
based on Ontario Wetland Evaluation System (OWES) as well as Ecological
Land Classification (ELC), and recording all species of flora and fauna within the
wetlands.

The above tasks feed into a determination of whether the wetlands on or within 120m of
the project site are of sufficient size or ecological/hydrologic character to be considered
stand alone wetlands under OWES.
This letter report documents the analysis of the above.
1

Summary
A total of five wetlands were mapped including those that were found on the project site
and within 120m. The wetlands were described under the OWES as well as using ELC
criteria during field surveys completed on August 6, 2010. A map of the project site with
wetlands in the area is appended to this letter. Copies of field data forms are also
appended that summarize field information including weather and time of field surveys.
No significant species of flora or fauna were observed during the field survey.
To the northeast of the project site, 1 wetland was identified, this wetland is shown as:
Wetland 1:
tsS3
neM3

[ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)
[ELC: Mixed Mineral Meadow Marsh Ecosite (MAMM3)]

To the east of the project site, 2 wetlands were identified, these wetlands are shown as:
Wetland 2:
reM4

[ELC: Cattail Mineral Shallow Marsh Type (MASM1-1)]

Wetland 3:
cS2
neM5
tsS4

[ELC: Maple Mineral Mixed Swamp Ecosite (SWMM2)]
[ELC: Fowl Meadow Grass Graminoid Mineral Meadow Marsh Type (MAMM1-7)]
[ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)]

Within the project site, 2 wetlands were identified, these wetlands are shown as:
Wetland 4:
tsS1
neM2

[ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)]
[ELC: Mixed Mineral Meadow Marsh Ecosite (MAMM3)]

Wetland 5:
neM1

[ELC: Mixed Mineral Meadow Marsh Ecosite (MAMM3)]

Based on our review of local drainage, it was concluded that it would be appropriate to
evaluate these wetlands as a stand alone wetland complex. A completed wetland
evaluation and associated mapping is also appended to this letter.
The results of the wetland evaluation indicate that this is a non-provincially significant
wetland.

I trust that this information is adequate. Please contact me if you have any questions.
Yours sincerely,
Natural Resource Solutions Inc.

David Stephenson, M.Sc.,
Senior Biologist
2

Wetland Vegetation Communities:

Wetland 1:
tsS3 [ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)]
ts*: Alnus incana spp. Rugosa
ne: Carex sp., Comarum palustre, Triadenum virginicum
neM3 [ELC: Mixed Mineral Meadow Marsh Ecosite (MAMM3)]
gc: Impatiens capensis, Rubus occidentalis, Lycopus uniflorus, Eupatorium
maculatum ssp. Maculatum
ne*: Carex lupulina, Leersia oryzoides, Carex sp.
re: Scirpus atrovirens, Scirpus cyperinus
Wetland 2:
reM4 [ELC: Cattail Mineral Shallow Marsh Type (MASM1-1)]
ne: Glyceria sp.
re*: Typha latifolia, Schoenoplectus acutus
Wetland 3:
cS2
[ELC: Maple Mineral Mixed Swamp Ecosite (SWMM2)]
c*: Picea glauca, Larix laricina, Picea mariana
gc: Maianthemum canadense, Cornus Canadensis, Chamerion angustifolium
spp. Angustifolium, Pteridium aquilinum var. latiusculum
neM5 [ELC: Fowl Meadow Grass Graminoid Mineral Meadow Marsh Type (MAMM1-7)]
ls: Spiraea alba
ne*: Glyceria striata, Carex crinita, Carex sp.
tsS4

[ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)]
ts*: Alnus incana spp. Rugosa

Wetland 4:
tsS1 [ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)]
ts*: Alnus incana spp. Rugosa
gc: Onoclea sensibilis, Euthamia graminifolia, Trifolium pratense, Impatiens
capensis, Eupatorium maculatum ssp. Maculatum
neM2 [ELC: Mixed Mineral Meadow Marsh Ecosite (MAMM3)]
ls: Spiraea alba
ne*: Glyceria sp., Carex crinita, Carex lupulina, Equisetum pratense, Poa
pratensis ssp. Pratensis
Wetland 5:
neM1 [ELC: Mixed Mineral Meadow Marsh Ecosite (MAMM3)]
gc: Onoclea sensibilis, Equisetum arvense, Persicaria sagittata, Impatiens
capensis
ne*: Carex crinita, Carex lupulina
* dominant form

3

Project Team:
Member
David Stephenson, MSc

Kevin Dance MSc.
Ken Burrell BES
Cheryl-Anne Payette B.Sc FWT
Shawn MacDonald, B.A.

Qualifications
Certified Wetland
Evaluator
Certified ELC
Certified Arborist
Certified ELC
Field Biologist
Field Biologist
GIS Mapping

Role
Project Management
Field Survey
Data Analysis, Evaluation, Reporting
Field Survey, Data Analysis, Evaluation
Field Survey
Data Analysis, Evaluation
Mapping
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Field Data Forms

5

Wetland Evaluation
_____________________________________________________________________________

6

Ha in Wetland
number

wetland number

Code

Dominant
Form

Forms & Species

Wetland
Type

No. Of Forms

Soils*

Area
(ha)

Site Type**

% Open
Water

Area of Open
Water (ha)

B: Bog,
F: Fen,
S: Swamp, M:
Marsh

[ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)]
Alnus incana spp. Rugosa
ne: Carex sp., Comarum palustre, Triadenum virginicum
1

20.86

15.13

1

2

3

58.93

7.46

S

2

clay/loam

5.73

R

3

0.1719

[ELC: Mixed Mineral Meadow Marsh Ecosite (MAMM3)]
gc:
Impatiens capensis, Rubus occidentalis, Lycopus uniflorus, Eupatorium maculatum
ssp. Maculatum
ne*: Carex lupulina, Leersia oryzoides, Carex sp.
re: Scirpus atrovirens, Scirpus cyperinus

ne

M

3

clay/loam

15.13

R

10

1.513

[ELC: Cattail Mineral Shallow Marsh Type (MASM1-1)]
ne:
Glyceria sp.
re*: Typha latifolia, Schoenoplectus acutus
[ELC: Maple Mineral Mixed Swamp Ecosite (SWMM2)]
c:
Picea glauca, Larix laricina, Picea mariana
gc: Maianthemum canadense, Cornus Canadensis, Chamerion angustifolium spp.
Angustifolium, Pteridium aquilinum var. latiusculum

re

M

2

clay/loam

0 67

R

100

0 67

c

S

3

clay/loam

51.29

P

8

4.1032

[ELC: Fowl Meadow Grass Graminoid Mineral Meadow Marsh Type (MAMM1-7)] ls:
Spiraea alba
ne*: Glyceria striata, Carex crinita, Carex sp.

ne

M

2

clay/loam

1 51

P

0

0

[ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)] ts*:
Alnus incana spp. Rugosa
[ELC: Speckled Alder Mineral Deciduous Thicket Swamp Type (SWTM1-1)] ts*:
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McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Shaver, Dorothy (MNR) [dorothy.shaver@ontario.ca]
Monday, November 01, 2010 7:26 PM
Male, Sean; Tom Hockin
Tran, Phung (MNR); Cotnam, Erin (MNR)
MNR response to BurksFalls East&West Solar NHAs_Oct2010.doc
Burks Falls East.deer habitat 2010.pdf; MNR response to BurksFalls East&West Solar
NHAs_Oct2010.doc

Sean and Tom:
Attached is our review of the NHA reports for the Burk's Falls East and Burk's Falls West projects.
We look forward to discussing this with you this Friday, November 5. Thanks, Tom, for making the arrangements for the
teleconference.

Dorothy

Dorothy Shaver
District Planner
Parry Sound District
Ministry of Natural Resources
Telephone: 705-773-4231
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Ministry of Natural Resources

Ministère des Richesses naturelles

7 Bay Street
Parry Sound, Ontario
P2A 1S4
Telephone: 705-773-4231
Facsimile: 705-746-8828
November 1, 2010
Sean Male, REA Co-ordinator
HATCH
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500
Niagara Falls, Ontario
L2E 7J7
Dear Mr. Male:
Subject: Burk’s Falls West & Burk’s Falls East Solar Projects: Natural Heritage Reports
We received on August 20 four Natural Heritage reports for each of the above 2 solar projects:
Records Review Report, Site Investigations Report, Evaluation of Significance Report, and
Environmental Impact Study. A fifth report (Wetland Evaluation report) was received for the
Burk’s Falls East site, on September 24. We have reviewed these reports and provide the
following comments and recommendations, which include both major concerns and some minor
comments for your consideration.
A. RECORDS REVIEW REPORTS:
1. Section 1.3: We wonder why the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Act (F&WCA) are not specified as legislation which may require separate
approvals and permits. The relevance of these pieces of legislation is flagged on pages
26-27 of the MNR Approvals and Permitting Requirements Document (APRD).
Bobolink was recently listed (September 29, 2010) as a threatened species on the
Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) list. It, therefore, now has habitat protection under the
ESA. Being documented on both properties, Bobolink will likely have ESA implications
on the proposals.
All ESA issues should be addressed well in advance of any site activities or site
alteration, meeting Section 6.3.5.1 of the MNR APRD.
Whether or not you will require authorization under the F&WCA should also be
considered, for example at either the construction or monitoring stages.
2. Section 2: Contrary to the 4th paragraph of each report, there are indeed “municipal
planning authorities” with jurisdiction over the project locations; these are appropriately
addressed in Sections 2.3 and 2.4 of these reports. This should be corrected.
3. Section 2.1.1:
a) Regarding the Ryerson (Burk’s Falls West) site:
 We wonder what unevaluated wetland the top bullet point on Page 8 is referring
Continued on Page 2 …
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to?
Since this section is addressing natural features within 1 km of the site, the
provincially significant wetland that is located to the west and south of the site,
beyond 120 metres but within 1km should be referenced; this should have been
noted through LIO.
Regarding the 2nd bullet on Page 2, there are inaccuracies in provincial electronic
databases, like LIO, for many authorized aggregate sites in this area. This is
based on the lack of detailed site plans since this general area only became
designated under the Aggregate Resources Act (ARA) in 2007. Specifically,
there is an error in LIO regarding the extent of the pit and quarry on the proposed
Ryerson project location. Section 2.1.1 and Figure 1.1 (and the comparable
figures in the subsequent reports) should be revised to clarify that all of the
proposed project location is within an ARA licence area, which includes all of
Lots 2 and 3, Concession 9.

b) Regarding the Armour (Burk’s Falls East) site:
MNR is currently in the process of finalizing up-dated mapping of the deer wintering
habitat in this area. In March 2010, MNR staff carried out an aerial reassessment of
winter deer habitat of all of Wildlife Management Unit 50, including this area. We
attach a “pdf” showing the habitat identified based on the aerial survey. Portions of
the margins of this site are considered to be within Stratum 2 of the deer wintering
habitat; such areas are important components of this wintering habitat, albeit not part
of the core. Our wildlife biologist advises that based on the scale of MNR’s deer
habitat mapping, it should be used as an indicator, identifying a need for site
investigation within 1.5 km of its boundaries to determine the detailed specific
boundaries. This habitat assessment must be carried out in the appropriate part of
the winter (see Site Investigations Report section).
c) For both reports, there should be an acknowledgement of the May 28, 2010 meeting
between Northland Power, Hatch, and MNR. At that meeting, MNR provided
information and advice on a number of natural heritage values, including SAR, and
the likelihood of their occurrence on the 2 sites. At this point, we have provided all
relevant available information to you.
4. Table 2.1: The Five-Lined Skink has a SARO status of Special Concern. While the
Ryerson report identifies this status, the Armour report has omitted this information.
B. SITE INVESTIGATIONS REPORTS:
1. Boundaries of Natural Features: Section 26(1)(c) of the REA regulation requires the
identification of the boundaries, located within 120 metres of the project location, of any
natural features that were identified during records review or site investigation.
Specifically, there is a need for mapping of the components of the woodland and wetland
communities, in order to fully address the range of potential wildlife habitats. We ask that
the ELC communities be mapped, recognizing that the text of the Armour report already
discusses the ELC communities. The ELC communities should be labelled in such a way
that they tie in to the accompanying text in Section 4 of the reports.
2. ELC and Ryerson report: While the text of the Armour report addresses the ELC
communities, the Ryerson report does not. We ask that the text of the Ryerson report
Continued on Page 3 …
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discuss each ELC community in order to provide the level of clarity identified in the
Armour report and to facilitate mapping of these natural features. Without such
information, there is no methodical, comprehensive assessment provided of natural
features in and within 120 m of the project location, as required by Section 26(1) of the
REA regulation. This should form a basis to address significance as per Section 27 of
the REA regulation.
3. MNR’s SWHTG: We recommend the use of MNR’s significant Wildlife Habitat Technical
Guide to determine the potential for the various ELC communities to provide significant
wildlife habitat.
4. Need for Additional Site Investigation and Mapping: Based on the records reviews,
and site investigation reports, it is our position that additional site investigation work is
required to meet the requirements of Section 26 of the REA regulation. Specifically, the
following natural features within or within 120 metres of the proposed project location,
require assessment and mapping. As discussed later in this letter these features should
also be evaluated for significance to meet Section 27 of the REA regulation.
a) The following should be addressed for the Ryerson site:









The creek that crosses the property should be assessed to determine if it is a
wildlife movement corridor. Assessments should be carried out at the appropriate
time of year, with the specific timing depending on the wildlife species that are
expected to use the corridor, for example:
 Reptiles and amphibians should be assessed in the April to June period,
when species are migrating from their hibernation sites and/ or moving to
breeding/ nesting sites.
 Deer migration corridor surveys should be conducted in the late fall after
snow depths reach 20 cm in summer range and during the spring between
the times that snow depth in the wintering habitat is between 15 and 5 cm
in depth. If the late fall survey confirms such habitat, the spring survey is
not necessary. However, if the late fall survey does not confirm this habitat,
a spring survey should also be carried out since there may have been a
temporary factor (like predators) limiting use of the corridor in the fall.
Page 9 of the site investigation indicates that a pond was found; however, it was
not mapped and it is not clear where it is located. Since this pond has naturalized
and contains frogs, it should be assessed to determine if it is wildlife habitat. Use
of the pond by amphibians and reptiles should be carried out in May or June.
Although there are no recorded observations, Stirling Creek likely has Snapping
Turtles and possibly Ribbonsnakes, both of which are species of Special
Concern. Areas associated with the tributary of Stirling Creek should therefore be
subject to site investigation in April to June.
Site investigation was not carried out at an appropriate time of year to determine
if there is specialized habitat (nest sites) for forest nesting raptors. Additional
assessment is required during the spring between March and May.
Page 14 of the report states that there would be assessment of the wetland in the
adjacent lands associated with the tributary of Stirling Creek. However, your
September 24 letter advises that since the “project footprint” is to be more than
Continued on Page 4 …
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120 m away from these wetland communities, the wetland evaluation is not
required. It is our view that the wet meadow marsh and thicket swamp
communities likely provide wildlife habitat, and accordingly this should be
assessed. Section 26 of the REA regulation directs that site investigation is
required within 120 metres of the “project location”. While Figure 1.1 of the report
shows that the proposed “solar panel footprint boundary” would be at least 120
metres from the wetland, it also shows that the project location (and related
activities) is within 120 metres of the wetland. Accordingly, any areas of the
proposed project location within 120 metres of the wetland must be assessed for
wildlife habitat or alternatively the project location boundaries should be revised.
Such assessment should be carried out in the spring or early summer.
All rock outcrops, mast producing areas, seeps and springs must be mapped.
Some such sites were apparently identified during the previous site investigation,
but there was no mapping provided nor any indication of any assessment of the
potential of these sites to provide wildlife habitat. These sites should be assessed
during the spring, summer and/ or fall (depending on species at issue). June to
August is a suitable time of year to survey for mast producing areas; our earlier
comments addressed timing of reptile and amphibian surveys.

b) The following should be addressed for the Armour site:









Additional site investigation is required of deer wintering habitat. This must be
carried out in mid winter - while deer are concentrated in winter habitats during
the period when snow exceeds 50cm in depth. In most winters, these conditions
occur during the month of February or first week of March.
Tributaries of the Magnetawan River should be assessed for use as animal
movement corridors.
The “large mammal den” identified within 120 metres of the southern part of the
proposed project location should be treated as significant wildlife habitat,
because a den is considered specialized habitat. On that basis, it should be
subject to site investigation and evaluated.
Other wildlife habitat features that need to be mapped and assessed for
significance include rock outcrops, mast producing areas, seeps and springs, etc.
It is not clear whether these features were looked for and were not present or if
they were not considered as potential significant wildlife habitat. Such sites
should be assessed during spring, summer and/ or fall (depending on species at
issue). See the last bullet point under subsection (a) above for our
recommendations on timing.
Site investigation was not carried out at an appropriate time of year to determine
if there is specialized habitat (nest sites) for forest nesting raptors. Additional
assessment is required during the spring.

c) We have the following comments regarding the wetland evaluation that was carried
out for wetlands associated with the Armour project location.


The wetland evaluation does not meet the standards set out in the Ontario
Wetland Evaluation System (OWES), and as such we are not able to accept its
conclusions that the wetland complex is not provincially significant. On that basis,
either the wetland evaluation should be completed to OWES standards or
Continued on Page 5 …
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alternatively the proponent could carry out the project treating the wetlands as
provincially significant (that is, exclude the wetlands from the project location,
and mitigate the impacts of the activities within the 120 metre adjacent lands
area). Any additional field assessment would need to be carried out next summer
(after mid June).
Wetland evaluations that are submitted to MNR for approval must be carried out
by those who have been trained in the OWES. However, we are not able to
locate either the author of the evaluation or any of the site investigators on the
provincial list of trained evaluators. Can their training be confirmed?
Wetland complexing was not carried out correctly. Individual wetland units
composed of contiguous vegetation communities make up wetland complexes. It
appears to us that there should be 7 wetland units for this evaluation as mapping
stands currently (but see comment below)
Wetland unit #2 does not seem to be sized correctly at 15.13 ha – it looks like it
should be about 0.5 ha.
There needs to be clarification and/or rationalization of how areas were chosen
to be the wetland areas.
The current mapping does not appear to match
imagery. Specifically, there are 2 sub watersheds included (Wetland units #1 and
#2 and portions of #3 all drain to the northeast towards Jacks Lake, whereas
wetlands # 4 and 5 and portions of #3 drain towards the southwest). If the
decision is made to include all these wetland units within the one complex, then
areas downstream of Wetlands #1, 2 and 3 (i.e. towards Jacks Lake) were
missed based on examination 2010 eFRI imagery. The area downstream of
Units #4 and 5 also appears to have been missed. In addition, there appears to
be areas mapped as wetland which appear to be upland on the digital imagery
(e.g. at corner of Skyline Drive and Chetwynd Rd).
Some errors from the Data Record and other comments:
- Area office is Bracebridge
- “County” is Territorial District of Parry Sound not Municipality of Magnetawan.
- NTS map name is Burk’s Falls not Huntsville
- Aerial photographs – need clarification on what was used (e.g. digital MNR
eFRI photos?)
- Wetland size and boundaries (page 2) - see comment above, should be 7
units as mapping currently stands
- No plant or animal species lists appended
- Dates wetland visited listed as June 5 and August 6, but all field notes are
dated August 6.
- Was an effort made to contact MNR resource staff to assess level of hunting
or other uses in the area?
We will complete a more detailed review of the evaluation once the major
questions regarding wetland area and boundaries are addressed.

5. Figure 1.1:
a) In both reports, the legend should identify the meaning of the grey coloured tone.
b) The key map in the Ryerson report misidentifies the location of this proposed project
location, and this error is carried forward into the subsequent reports. This error
Continued on Page 6 …
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should be corrected for all reports.
6. Section 3.4: In both reports, this section should confirm whether or not the field survey
on foot included the entire “study area”, in particular adjacent properties where these are
within 120 metres of the proposed project location.
7. Section 4: Regarding the Ryerson report, we question whether there are indeed sand
“dunes” on this site.
8. Section 5: We believe that the above comments and subsequent additional site
investigation would likely necessitate corrections to both Records Review Reports, as
per Section 26(3)(1) of the REA regulation.
9. Appendix A: The field notes are almost illegible for both site investigation reports.
C. EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE REPORTS:
1. Further to the additional site investigation that we have recommended above, any
wildlife habitat features identified must be specifically and individually evaluated for
significance in order to meet Section 27 of the REA regulation.
2. Section 27 of the REA regulation requires this report to also address:



Information obtained during consultations under Sections 16, 17 and 18 of this
regulation; and
The dates of the beginning and completion of this evaluation.

D. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY REPORTS:
1. Where our comments under Section B above identify a need for further site
investigation, along with subsequent evaluation of significance, any identified significant
wildlife habitats must be addressed in the EIS in terms of potential impacts and
mitigating measures. These must specifically and directly address each significant
habitat feature, each of which must be mapped.
2. Both site investigations reports identify an assumption that milksnake may be present;
we agree with this assumption. On that basis, the EIS must address potential impacts.
3. The Armour report identifies an assumption that Eastern Ribbonsnake may be present;
we agree with this assumption. On that basis, the EIS must address potential impacts.
4. The Ryerson report identifies that there is potential for eastern hog-nosed snake to occur
on this site. While not a requirement of the REA regulation, there are ESA implications. If
eastern hog-nosed snake or other threatened or endangered species, or habitat
protected under the ESA, are found in the project location an ESA permit may be
required. An ESA permit could also be required at a later date to continue activities if an
ESA protected species or habitat is found in the future. Section 6.3.5.1 and Appendix B
of MNR’s APRD set out MNR’s requirements on determining the presence of
endangered or threatened species and their habitats. We encourage early and on-going
evaluations and discussions by the proponent with MNR regarding species and habitat
protection under the ESA.
Continued on Page 7 …
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5. Section 3.1 (Construction):







More details about the proposed projects are required, including (but not limited to)
the size and placement of proposed drilled holes or foundations, how many holes are
proposed, how high the photovoltaic panels would be off the ground, the location of
access trails/ roads for maintenance of the facility, and the height and type of fencing
to be installed. Also, the distance between the rows of panels is required, to give an
idea of where mowing would occur. This detail necessitates mapping and is required
to enable assessment of
“any negative environmental effects”, as required under Section 13 of the REA
regulation (Item 1 of Table 1).
Table 3.1 should be specific, without non-committal wording like “as necessary” and
“if the roads are to be removed”.
The proposed clearcutting of the woodlot at the south end of the Armour property
should be discussed as a construction activity.
The proposed construction of road and creek crossings (crossing the creek/ wetland/
animal movement corridor) for access to the south end of the Armour property
should be addressed, along with any additional trail/ road crossings at the Ryerson
site.

6. Section 4.1 (Vegetation Communities/ Wildlife Habitat: It is our view that all potential
impacts have not been identified, such as potential impacts from the fencing of the site
that is referenced in Table 3.1. This should be specifically addressed in this and
subsequent sections.
7. Section 4.1.1 (Construction Phase):




There is a need for more clarity as to which specific features/ vegetation
communities/ wildlife habitats would be affected and how. This should tie in to the
mapping.
There should be a clear commitment to timing restrictions for construction activities
related to the breeding bird period, for bobolink as well as other species.
Where the report states that “wherever possible, work will be scheduled outside of
the breeding bird period”, there must be definitive commitments that construction
activities will commence after the end of the breeding season (i.e. after July 31),
replacing the current vague statements.

8. Section 4.1.2 (Operations Phase):




There needs to be scientific justification for the various conclusions made in this
section, including statements such as “Bobolink will adjust to the presence of passive
structures within their environment” and “though there will be some initial avoidance
of the area, it is expected that Bobolink will eventually re-colonize the Project site.”
There is evidence that suggests that the opposite is true of both statements and we
believe that the area would more than likely become unusable by Bobolinks both
during construction and after construction.
There is a need for more detail on proposed mitigation measures. This should
include the mix of grasses to promote bobolink nesting and how much area would
actually be retained in grassland etc. It should also include proposed measures to
Continued on Page 8 …
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protect significant wildlife habitat that is identified through the additional site
investigation and evaluation of significance.

9. Section 4.2.1 (Construction Phase):
 There should be clear timing restrictions for construction outside the breeding bird
period, with the specific timing restrictions specified – we recommend no
construction between May 1 and July 31.
 Vague statements like “wherever possible” should be replaced.
 We disagree with the proposed mitigation measure of searching for nests
(recommended for activities that will need to occur during the breeding period). It is
our position that this would not be meaningful in determining if there are nests
present because Bobolink nests are very difficult to find and adult birds are very
efficient at avoiding detection. Either a detailed search methodology should be
presented to demonstrate that this method would be appropriate or else another
mitigation approach must be proposed.
 As mentioned previously, please provide scientific justification for the statements that
Bobolinks would be able to return and use the site after construction.
10. Section 4.2.2 (Operations Phase):
 As discussed for Section 4.2.1, there must be clear timing restrictions for proposed
activities.
 Regarding, statements such as “if these activities are required during the period, the
site will be searched for breeding birds prior to undertaking mowing activities”, our
comment under Section D.8 (3rd bullet) applies.
11. Section 5.0 (Environmental Effects Monitoring Plan): The monitoring plan must
clarify who will do the monitoring, who reviews the monitoring information and who
ensures that the contingency measures are taken.
On Friday October 22, we received a series of updated Natural Heritage Assessment reports for
the Armour Township site. Rather than delay this response, we completed our review of the
original 8 reports, and will send an up-dated review for the 4 revised reports as soon as
possible.
We look forward to discussing these comments with you and Northland Power on Friday
November 5. Thank you for making the teleconference arrangements.
Sincerely,

Dorothy Shaver
District Planner
Attachment: pdf mapping of up-dated deer wintering habitat
c.c

Tom Hockin, Northland Power;
Erin Cotnam, SR, MNR.

McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Shaver, Dorothy (MNR) [dorothy.shaver@ontario.ca]
Tuesday, November 02, 2010 8:37 AM
Male, Sean; Tom Hockin
Tran, Phung (MNR); Cotnam, Erin (MNR)
Map re MNR wetland comments -Burk's Falls East
Burks Falls East Wetland JMcDOct2010.jpg

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Sean and Tom:
Further to our response of November 1, I attach a jpg of MNR 2010 eFRI imagery that our wetlands biologist pulled
together to tie into our comments on Page 5 about the boundary of wetland areas. We can discuss this further at our
Friday telecon if you wish.
Dorothy

Dorothy Shaver
District Planner
Parry Sound District
Ministry of Natural Resources
Telephone: 705-773-4231
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McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Shaver, Dorothy (MNR) [dorothy.shaver@ontario.ca]
Monday, December 20, 2010 3:37 PM
Male, Sean; Tom Hockin
Cotnam, Erin (MNR); Dixon, Rebecca (MNR); Tran, Phung (MNR)
Burk's Falls East Solar Proposal - Dec 1 NHA reports
December 20 2010 response.doc

Sean and Tom:
As promised, here are our comments regarding the December 1 revised NHA reports. We look forward to resolution of
these issues and the submission of your final reports, so that we can provide you with the needed confirmation letter.
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Dorothy

Dorothy Shaver
District Planner
Ministry of Natural Resources
Telephone: 705-773-4231
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Ministry of
Natural Resources

Ministère des
Richesses naturelles

Parry Sound District Office
Southern Region
7 Bay Street
Parry Sound, Ontario P2A 1S4

Telephone: (705) 773-4231
Facsimile: (705) 746-8828

December 20, 2010

Sean Male, REA Co-ordinator
HATCH

Dear Mr. Male:
SUBJECT: Burk’s Falls East Solar Project: Natural Heritage Reports (rev. Dec. 1, 2010)
We have reviewed the revised Natural Heritage Reports that you sent to us on December 1,
2010. While the majority of our concerns have been fully addressed, there remain several
issues which prevent us yet issuing a confirmation letter as per Section 28(2) of O. Reg. 359/09.
A. Records Review Report: No concerns remaining.
B. Site Investigation Report: The majority of our concerns were adequately addressed in the
revised report, except for the following:
1. Figure 4.2 identifies areas of CUM (Cultural Meadow) and CUH (Cultural Hedgerow).
While Section 4.2 appropriately addresses the majority of identified vegetation
communities, it omits these 2 communities. This information is required, given the
potential habitat values of such areas, and because these habitats are specifically
discussed in the Evaluation of Significance report.
2. It continues to be our position that the wetland evaluation does not meet the standards
set out in the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System (OWES), and requires further field
work. The limitations are set out below, but at this point, since additional field work would
have a significant impact on the timelines of the project, we would encourage Northland
to strongly consider taking advantage of the newly released Wetland Assessment
process set out in Appendix C of MNR’s draft “Natural Heritage Guide for Renewable
Energy Projects”, which I e-mailed to you on December 14, 2010. While still a draft
document, MNR accepts use of this Guide, including the wetland assessment process
for renewable energy projects.
Depending on the level of field information already obtained, it is possible that this
streamlined process could be completed mainly through a desktop analysis. However,
application of this process necessitates treating the wetland itself as provincially
significant, which would require a minor redesign of the project to exclude development
and activities from all parts of the wetland in the Project Location.
For your information, the following are the most major remaining concerns about the
OWES wetland evaluation, based on the November 24, 2010 response memo from
David Stephenson:
i.

It is our position that further field work would be needed to rationalize a decision as
to whether to include or exclude various areas from the wetland. As an example,
there are wetland pockets on the stream between the property and 3 Mile Lake that
could, and probably should, be complexed with the subject wetland.

ii. The above would affect scoring, and our wetland biologist cannot accept a re- scored
Continued on Page 2 …
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evaluation as meeting the OWES standard without the additional field work.
iii. Our wetland biologist identifies other examples of inadequacies of the evaluation:
 Section 2.1.5 lists beaver as the only furbearer found. It seems unlikely at such a
site that signs of other mammals considered furbearers such as raccoon, red
squirrel or fox wouldn’t have been present.
 Section 2.2 of the evaluation scores Recreational Activities as “Not possible - 0”,
based on a source of information being “private property”. It is our view that it is
unlikely that none of the privately owned wetlands is used for recreational
activities, and “private property” is an inadequate rationale for this score.
iv. The MNR Natural Heritage Reference Manual (2010), the guidance for the NHR
work carried out to date states that those carrying out wetland evaluation to meet
OWES must have “received MNR training in the use of the Province’s wetland
evaluation system”. It does not say that those doing an evaluation must work “under
the supervision or direction of” someone who has received that training. The purpose
of this specific source of training is to ensure that field evaluators fully understand the
requirements and interpretations of applying OWES, so that all evaluations carried
out meet the same standard. David Stephenson has acknowledged that the field staff
carrying out the evaluation do not have MNR training in OWES. It is our view that
some of the inadequacies of the evaluation may be attributed to the lack of the MNR
prescribed training. As an aside, we note that we are still unable to locate David
Stephenson’s name on the provincial list of those having taken the MNR training.
3. The following editorial corrections should be made:
 In Section 4.1, the last sentence would be more accurate if revised to the effect that “A
photograph of the meadow component of the project location is shown in Figure 4.1”.
 The title of Section 4.4 would be more accurate if reworded to “Endangered and
Threatened Species”, since other species at risk are discussed in Section 4.3.1.3.
 In Section 4.4, Bobolink’s listing should be worded as “listed as Threatened on the
Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) list”. It is not listed on the ESA.
C. Evaluation of Significance Report:
1. As discussed under Section B(2), we disagree that here has been adequate evaluation
to substantiate the conclusions that the wetland areas are not provincially significant.
2. While Section 1.2.3 states that information obtained during the consultations conducted
under Sections 16, 17 and 18 of O.Reg.359/09 would be addressed in this report, we are
unable to find this information (which is required under S. 27(1)(c) of the regulation).
3. The following editorial corrections should be made:
 In Section 3.0, it appears to us that the reference to “Golden-winged Warbler” is a
typographic error, and was intended to read “Northern Ribbonsnake”.
 Similar to our 2nd bullet under Section B(3), regarding Section 3.1.2, snapping turtle is
listed on the SARO list, not the ESA. While the SARO list in effect when the ESA was
passed was indeed appended to the ESA, it has been (and will continue to be) updated. It is therefore, less confusing to always reference the SARO listing not the ESA.
 In Section 3.2, presumably the 2 subsequent field work dates should be added.
Continued on Page 3 …
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D. Environmental Impact Study:
1. The extent of fencing should be made clear both in the text and mapping, not only to
facilitate reviews of potential impacts, but also to ensure a common understanding when
the project proceeds to construction. From Table 3.1, the reader would infer that fencing
will surround the entire property. However, Section 4.2 states that “there will be no
fences separating the seepage areas from the surrounding woodlands or other natural
habitats.” Furthermore, Section 4.3.2 states that “The fence … will not be installed
through the animal movement corridor”. But it also states that “The fence may restrict
wildlife movement from the animal movement corridor onto the Project location”
While the Preliminary Layout is not clear enough to substantiate the 1st statement above
under Section 4.3.2, it more clearly does not demonstrate the 2nd statement. The text
and mapping should be revised for clarity, so that potential wildlife impacts are clear.
2. If the proponent decides to apply the newly released Wetland Assessment process set
out in Appendix C of MNR’s draft “Natural Heritage Guide for Renewable Energy
Projects”, the Preliminary Layout must be revised to exclude all of the wetland from
development and activities.
3. Regarding Section 4.1.1, we wonder about the intent of the 2nd bullet, and how the
proponent would be considering directing wildlife off the project location.
4. In Section 4.1.2, we are not able to locate text addressing whether or not mowing of
vegetation will occur. If this is proposed the impacts analysis should address this activity.
5. In various subsections under Section 4, there are references to making the construction
workforce and maintenance workforce “aware of the potential for wildlife occurring on the
Project location”. We support such actions, but stress that such educational efforts need
to be specific and directly related to the sensitive species, and their habits and habitats.
6. Section 4.3.1 states that there are potential negative effects and proposed mitigation
measures identified in the Waterbodies EIS. All mitigation measures associated with that
report that relate positively or negatively to natural heritage values must be incorporated
into this EIS, for example any measures that could affect the seepage areas.
7. Regarding Section 6 of the EIS, similar to our above comment, all mitigation measures
identified in the Construction Plan Report that relate positively or negatively to natural
heritage values must be incorporated into this EIS.
8. The Preliminary Layout plan should be clearer regarding the location of fencing (as
previously discussed). Furthermore, the legend should clarify the intent of the yellow line
and the pale blue line.
I am leaving later today for Christmas vacation, returning Tuesday, January 4, 2011. Please
don’t hesitate to call me on my return if you wish to discuss any aspect of our comments. We
look forward to resolution of our concerns and the submission of your final reports, so that we
can provide you with the needed confirmation letter.
Sincerely,

Dorothy Shaver
Dorothy Shaver
District Planner
c.c Tom Hockin, Northland Power;
Erin Cotnam, SR, MNR;
Rebecca Dickson, SR, MNR.

McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Shaver, Dorothy (MNR) [dorothy.shaver@ontario.ca]
Friday, February 18, 2011 3:38 PM
Male, Sean
Tom Hockin; Dixon, Rebecca (MNR); Tran, Phung (MNR)
February 18 2011 MNR response_ Burks Falls East
February 18 2011 MNR response_ Burks Falls East.doc

Hi Sean:
See our attached response letter. While the revised reports address almost all our December comments, unfortunately the
new text includes some points requiring clarification or revision.
As noted in my attached letter, I will likely be required to work away from the office and be unavailable for 2 weeks starting
February 28. However, I will be available to issue a confirmation letter if the revised reports reach me by early afternoon
on the 25th.
We look forward to our issuance of a confirmation letter. Let me know if there's anything you wish to discuss.

Dorothy
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Ministry of
Natural Resources

Ministère des
Richesses naturelles

Parry Sound District Office
Southern Region
7 Bay Street
Parry Sound, Ontario P2A 1S4

Telephone: (705) 746-4201
Facsimile: (705) 746-8828

February 18, 2011

Sean Male, REA Co-ordinator
HATCH

Dear Mr. Male:
SUBJECT: Burk’s Falls East Solar Project: Natural Heritage Reports (rev. Jan. 26, 2011)
We have reviewed the revised Natural Heritage Assessment reports that you sent to us on
January 26, 2011. While almost all the concerns we identified in our December 20, 2010 letter
have been addressed, we see a number of new points that need to be clarified or corrected.
A. Records Review Report:
1. Figure 1.1 (p.5) should be revised to distinguish between the 2 identified “wetland”
categories.
B. Site Investigation Report:
1. There is a significant typographical error in the Appendix B letter from David Stephenson
and Kevin Dance. We believe that it should be dated 2011 not 2010.
2. The Ontario Wetland Evaluation System citation to this letter is inappropriate as a
reference; it is the Northern Manual that is applicable, not the Southern Manual.
The copy of this letter in the Evaluation of Significance Report also contains these errors
C. Evaluation of Significance Report:
1. In Section 4.1.3, the 5th bullet point on page 11 should not state that the wetland is “nonProvincially significant” since this was not satisfactorily demonstrated. Rather, it should
state that the wetlands are being treated as PSW; this is line with Sections 5 and 6 of
this report.
D. Environmental Impact Study:
1. Section 1.2 (p.10) must include the wetland as a significant natural heritage feature, in
line with Pages 12-13 of the Evaluation of Significance Report.
2. Section 4.1.1 (p.13) should read “in” in the 3rd line (not “of”) since it is our understanding
that the proponents are not planning construction of Milksnake habitat.
3. In Section 4.1.1 (p.14), the 3rd bullet point should clarify that wildlife will be removed “out
of harms way”, to reflect that it will be moved only as far as necessary.
4. In Section 4.3.1.1 (p.19), the 2nd bullet point should be revised to the intent of “decrease
sedimentation”.
5. Section 4.3.1.3 (p.20) should read “will” instead of “should” in the 2nd paragraph, to
ensure implementation of your recommendation.
Continuation on Page 2 …
Please call ahead to make an appointment with our staff.
The local Ministry office is open by appointment only.
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6. Re Section 4.3.1.3, the 8th bullet point on page 21 should be revised to reflect that
vegetation species are not “approved” by MNR. We recommend the reference instead
be that a native species mix appropriate for this area will be used.
7. Regarding the Preliminary Layout Plan, we continue to ask for clarification as to the
intent of 2 lines: these are now coloured black and pale blue.
On receipt of these reports with the above corrections and clarifications, we will send out the
confirmation letter. I note that I will likely be working away from this office and unavailable for
several weeks starting February 28, but can quickly provide a confirmation letter until 4:30
p.m. on Friday, February 25.
Sincerely,

Dorothy Shaver
District Planner
c.c. Tom Hockin, Northland Power
Rebecca Dixon, SR, MNR.

Ministry of Tourism and Culture

Ministère du Tourisme et de la Culture

Culture Programs Unit
Programs and Services Branch
Culture Division
435 S. James St., Suite 334
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 6S7
Tel.:
807 475-1638
Fax:
807 475-1297

Unité des programmes culturels
Direction des programmes et des services
Division de culture
Bureau 334, 435 rue James sud
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 6S7
Tél.:
807 475-1638
Téléc.: 807 475-1297

November 1, 2010
Kimberley Arnold
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON L2E 7J7
RE:

Burk’s Falls East Solar Project

Location:

Lots 13-14, Concession 6, Armour Township, District of Parry Sound

FIT #:

F164P1F

MTC File #:

HD00530

Dear Ms Arnold,
This letter constitutes the Ministry of Tourism and Culture’s written comments as required by s.
22(3)(a) of O. Reg. 359/09 under the Environmental Protection Act regarding archaeological
assessments undertaken for the above project.
Based on the information contained in the report you have submitted for this project, the
Ministry believes the archaeological assessment complies with the Ontario Heritage Act’s
licensing requirements, including the licence terms and conditions and the Ministry's 1993
Archaeological Assessment Technical Guidelines. Please note that the Ministry makes no
representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or quality of the report.*
The report recommends the following:


“Over the course of the Stage 2 archaeological assessment, no materials with significant
cultural heritage value or interest were noted. Accordingly, Archaeological Research
Associates Ltd. feels that no further archaeological study of the area would be productive. It
is recommended that the project be released from further heritage concerns. A Letter of
Concurrence with these recommendations is requested.”

The Ministry is satisfied with these recommendations.
This letter does not waive any requirements which you may have under the Ontario Heritage
Act. A separate letter addressing archaeological licensing obligations under the Act will be sent
to the archaeologist who completed the assessment and will be copied to you.
This letter does not constitute approval of the renewable energy project. Approvals of the project
may be required under other statutes and regulations. It is your responsibility to obtain any
necessary approvals or licences.
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or require additional information.
Sincerely,

Paige Campbell
Archaeology Review Officer
paige.campbell@ontario.ca
cc. Archaeological Research Associates Ltd.
Shari Prowse, ARO, GEA/REA Coordinator
Tom Hockin, Northland Power

__________________________________________________________________________
*

In no way will the Ministry be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result:
(a) if the report or its recommendations are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent; or (b) from
the issuance of this letter. Further measures may need to be taken in the event that additional artifacts or archaeological
sites are identified or the Report(s) is otherwise found to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.

Ministry of Tourism and Culture

Ministère du Tourisme et de la Culture

Culture Programs Unit
Programs and Services Branch
Culture Division
435 S. James St., Suite 334
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 6S7
Tel.:
807 475-1638
Fax:
807 475-1297
paige.campbell@ontario.ca

Unité des programmes culturels
Direction des programmes et des services
Division de culture
Bureau 334, 435 rue James sud
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 6S7
Tél.:
807 475-1638
Téléc.: 807 475-1297
paige.campbell@ontario.ca

November 1, 2010
Paul Racher
Archaeological Research Associates Ltd.
pracher@arch-research.com
Dear Paul,
Re:

PIF:
MTC:

Review and acceptance into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeology Reports the
archaeological assessment report entitled “Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessment, Burk's
Falls East Solar Project (FIT-F164PIF) Lots 13-14, Concession 6 Township of Armour District
of Parry Sound, Ontario” written October 2010, received on October 26, 2010
P007-247-2010
HD00530

This office has reviewed the above-mentioned report, which has been submitted to this Ministry as a condition
of licensing in accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c 0.18. This review is to
ensure that the licensed professional consultant archaeologist has met the terms and conditions of their
archaeological licence, that archaeological sites have been identified and documented according to the 1993
technical guidelines set by the Ministry and that the archaeological fieldwork and report recommendations
ensure the conservation, protection and preservation of the cultural heritage of Ontario.
This Stage 1 and 2 archaeological assessment finds that although the property exhibited some areas of
archaeological potential, the field survey of the property did not locate any archaeological sites. It is
recommended that the project be released from further heritage concerns. The Ministry of Tourism and Culture
concurs with these recommendations and accepts this report into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeology
Reports.
Please feel free to contact me with any concerns or questions regarding this letter.
Yours,

Paige Campbell
Archaeology Review Officer
cc Shari Prowse, ARO, GEA/REA Coordinator
Kimberley Arnold, Hatch Ltd.
Tom Hockin, Northland Power

Appendix G
Correspondence with Municipalities

© Hatch 2011/04

McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Male, Sean
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 11:13 AM
deputyclerk@armourtownship.ca
clerk@armourtownship.ca; 334844; Tom Hockin
Project Description Report for Northland Power's proposed solar project within Armour
Township
H334844-0000-07-124-0005 - Burks Falls East - Rev D.pdf

Hi Karen,
Thank you for taking the time to talk with me today. I have attached a copy of the Project Description Report for Northland
Power’s proposed Burk’s Falls East solar project within the Township of Armour for your review.
Hopefully, everything will work out for our proposed meeting next Friday at 10 a.m.
Thanks again,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist/Environmental Assessment & Management

Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Fax: +1 905 374 1157
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, L2E 7J7
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McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

wendy [clerk@armourtownship.ca]
Tuesday, July 27, 2010 11:04 AM
Male, Sean; 'Judy Kosowan'
334844; 'Tom Hockin'; Arnold, Kimberley
RE: Confirmation of ARmour Council meeting July 27th, @ 7:00 p.m re Solar Energy Projects

Sean
Contact information for our local planning board
Southeast District Parry Sound District Planning Board
172 Ontario Street
P.O Box 269
Burk’s Falls, On
P0A 1C0
Attn: Linda Moyer
705‐382‐0739
Linda is only available Monday and Tuesday
For the other information you are requesting I suggest you research through the Canada Land Inventory mapping and
soils mapping and there is a list of archaeological sites through the Ministry of Culture. MNR is your contact for all lakes
data.
MNR local office is in Parry Sound at 705‐773‐4231
I do not have the MInisty of Culture contact information. I suggest you contact Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
as they will have contact information through the One Window Planning process.
Hope this helps,
Wendy

From: Male, Sean [mailto:SMale@Hatch.ca]
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2010 6:43 AM
To: wendy ; Judy Kosowan
Cc: 334844; Tom Hockin; Arnold, Kimberley
Subject: RE: Confirmation of ARmour Council meeting July 27th, @ 7:00 p.m re Solar Energy Projects
Hi Wendy and Judy,
In our meeting, we had discussed the possibility of local planning boards in the area and you confirmed that there were
some. Is it possible to provide us for contact information for those planning boards?
Also, we are required under the Regulation to request any information the municipality may have relating to natural
features and water bodies. Beyond what may be shown in the official plan, does either municipality have any information
in this regard?
I had stated that I would provide you with electronic copies of the Project Description Report and Municipal Consultation
Form. Please find those attached.
Thanks Wendy,
Sean
1

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist, Environmental Assessment & Management
Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Niagara Falls, ON

From: wendy [mailto:clerk@armourtownship.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2010 12:56 PM
To: Male, Sean; Tom.Hockin@northlandpower.ca
Cc: Judy Kosowan
Subject: Confirmation of ARmour Council meeting July 27th, @ 7:00 p.m re Solar Energy Projects

Hello Sean and Tom
I would like to confirm your attendance at the regular council meeting this Tuesday, July 27th at 7:00 p.m. Ryerson
Council members have confirmed they will be in attendance to hear your presentation. Our council room is not
equipped, so if you are presenting electronically please bring your computer, etc. If you wish to discuss further please
contact me.
Thank you
Wendy Whitwell
Clerk Administrator
Township of Armour
clerk@armourtownship.ca
705‐382‐3332

N O T I C E - This message from Hatch is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information which is privileged, confidential or proprietary. Internet communications cannot be guaranteed to be secure
or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, arrive late or contain viruses. By communicating with us via email, you accept such risks. When addressed to our clients, any information, drawings, opinions or advice (collectively,
"information") contained in this e-mail is subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing agreements. Where no
such agreement exists, the recipient shall neither rely upon nor disclose to others, such information without our written consent.
Unless otherwise agreed, we do not assume any liability with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the information set out
in this e-mail. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by return e-mail and destroy and delete
the message from your computer.
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McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Male, Sean
Wednesday, August 04, 2010 1:37 PM
wendy
Gibson, Melissa; Tom Hockin; 'deputyclerk@armourtownship.ca'; 334844; Mike Lord; Arnold,
Kimberley; Monica Zhang
Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project

Hi Wendy,
At the council meeting Tom and I attended recently, it was mentioned by one of the councillors that the property was a
“heritage farm”. Do you know anything about the designation to which he was referring? Is this a designation that the
township has applied to this particular farm?
I have tried looking up heritage farms, but have only come up with the Century Farms program that is administered by the
JFAO (http://www.jfao.on.ca/what-we-offer/century-farm-signs/).
Any help you can give in this regard would be greatly appreciated.
Thanks,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist/Environmental Assessment & Management

Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Fax: +1 905 374 1157
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, L2E 7J7
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McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

wendy [clerk@armourtownship.ca]
Monday, August 09, 2010 12:15 PM
Male, Sean; deputyclerk@armourtownship.ca; 'Judy Kosowan'
334844; 'Tom Hockin'; Arnold, Kimberley; Gibson, Melissa
RE: Public Meeting Locations

Hi Sean
I spoke with Mellisa from your office this morning. Please find the enclosed statement regarding facilities.
To whom it may concern,
Re: Northland Power Solar – Burk’s Falls East L.P.
Please be advised the Township of Armour does not have a facility, properly equipped to provide a meeting location
,within a reasonable distance of the project location. The Township believes the location suggested, the Armour
Ryerson Burk’Falls Memorial Arena/ Community Centre, Karl Crozier Room, 220 Centre Street, Burk’s Falls to be the only
facility that will provide a central location, properly equipped for the required public meeting. The Council of the
Township of Armour has no objection to this meeting location.
Thank you
Wendy Whitwell
Clerk Administrator
From: Male, Sean [mailto:SMale@Hatch.ca]
Sent: Thursday, August 05, 2010 6:20 AM
To: wendy ; deputyclerk@armourtownship.ca; Judy Kosowan
Cc: 334844; Tom Hockin; Arnold, Kimberley; Gibson, Melissa
Subject: Public Meeting Locations
Hi Wendy and Judy,
We had discussed public meeting locations at our meeting last month in relation to Northland Power’s proposed solar
projects within your municipalities. At that time, it was recommended by yourselves that we have a single public meeting
at the arena in Burk’s Falls, and I mentioned that I would need to confirm with the Ministry of the Environment whether a
meeting in that location would be suitable since the regulation specifies meetings must be within the municipality of the
project.
Unfortunately, I am now told that we must have the public meetings actually within your respective municipalities. As a
result, it appears as though we will not be able to have a joint public meeting in the arena. Do you have any
recommendations within the boundaries of your municipality that would be suitable for hosting this open house?
Typically, we look for locations that are capable of holding around 100 people.
Thank you for your assistance,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist/Environmental Assessment & Management

Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Fax: +1 905 374 1157
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, L2E 7J7
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N O T I C E - This message from Hatch is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information which is privileged, confidential or proprietary. Internet communications cannot be guaranteed to be secure
or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, arrive late or contain viruses. By communicating with us via email, you accept such risks. When addressed to our clients, any information, drawings, opinions or advice (collectively,
"information") contained in this e-mail is subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing agreements. Where no
such agreement exists, the recipient shall neither rely upon nor disclose to others, such information without our written consent.
Unless otherwise agreed, we do not assume any liability with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the information set out
in this e-mail. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by return e-mail and destroy and delete
the message from your computer.

2

Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Wendy Whitwell, Clerk
Township of Armour
56 Ontario Street, P.O.Box 533
Burk's Falls, ON P0A 1C0
Dear Ms. Whitwell:
Subject:

Notice of a Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting: Northland Power:
Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, just southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
Northland Power is undertaking a public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like to
invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide the public with an opportunity to learn more
about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast. We would appreciate any comments, queries or information you
may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Email: smale@hatch.ca

Fax: 905-374-1157

Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:srg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East

cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Male, Sean
Monday, August 16, 2010 10:41 AM
wendy
Robert Miller; Arnold, Kimberley; Tom Hockin; 334844; Gibson, Melissa
RE: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project
Northland NOAP_Burks Falls_East_West_Final_3col.pdf

Hi Wendy,
Please find the notice attached which ran in the paper last week. You should be receiving a hard copy in the mail shortly,
along with a copy of the Project Description Report for public review in the office.
Thanks,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist, Environmental Assessment & Management
Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Niagara Falls, ON

From: wendy [mailto:clerk@armourtownship.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2010 10:34 AM
To: Male, Sean
Cc: Robert Miller
Subject: RE: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project

Sean
Can you please forward me the notice for posting on our website.
Thanks,
Wendy
From: Male, Sean [mailto:SMale@Hatch.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2010 10:29 AM
To: wendy
Cc: Robert Miller; 334844; Tom Hockin; Arnold, Kimberley; Gibson, Melissa
Subject: RE: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project
Hi Wendy,
OK, thanks for the feedback.
The first public meeting will be September 18th, from 10 until 1 at the arena.
Thanks,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist, Environmental Assessment & Management
Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Niagara Falls, ON
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From: wendy [mailto:clerk@armourtownship.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2010 10:26 AM
To: Male, Sean
Cc: Robert Miller
Subject: RE: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project

Sean
Yes, I would say the municipality does have an interest, but council would like to consider public input before making a
recommendation. Do you have a date set for the 1st public meeting ?
Wendy
From: Male, Sean [mailto:SMale@Hatch.ca]
Sent: Friday, August 13, 2010 4:38 PM
To: wendy
Cc: Tom Hockin; 334844; Arnold, Kimberley
Subject: RE: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project
Hi Wendy,
At this point in time, we aren’t sure whether there is a need to remove the homestead and barn, however, we would like to
determine whether it is a possibility. Does the municipality have an interest in these features?
Thanks,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist, Environmental Assessment & Management
Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Niagara Falls, ON

From: wendy [mailto:clerk@armourtownship.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2010 1:56 PM
To: Male, Sean
Subject: RE: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project

Sean
Do you know at this time if the homestead and barn are to be demolished as part of this project ?
Wendy
From: Male, Sean [mailto:SMale@Hatch.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 2:42 PM
To: wendy
Subject: RE: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project
Thanks Wendy.
2

-Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist, Environmental Assessment & Management
Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Niagara Falls, ON

From: wendy [mailto:clerk@armourtownship.ca]
Sent: Monday, August 09, 2010 2:39 PM
To: Male, Sean
Subject: RE: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project

Sean
I will do some research from my end and get back to you
Wendy
From: Male, Sean [mailto:SMale@Hatch.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, August 04, 2010 1:37 PM
To: wendy
Cc: Gibson, Melissa; Tom Hockin; deputyclerk@armourtownship.ca; 334844; Mike Lord; Arnold, Kimberley; Monica Zhang
Subject: Northland Power's proposed Burk's Falls East solar project
Hi Wendy,
At the council meeting Tom and I attended recently, it was mentioned by one of the councillors that the property was a
“heritage farm”. Do you know anything about the designation to which he was referring? Is this a designation that the
township has applied to this particular farm?
I have tried looking up heritage farms, but have only come up with the Century Farms program that is administered by the
JFAO (http://www.jfao.on.ca/what-we-offer/century-farm-signs/).
Any help you can give in this regard would be greatly appreciated.
Thanks,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist/Environmental Assessment & Management

Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Fax: +1 905 374 1157
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, L2E 7J7

N O T I C E - This message from Hatch is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
3

contain information which is privileged, confidential or proprietary. Internet communications cannot be guaranteed to be secure
or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, arrive late or contain viruses. By communicating with us via email, you accept such risks. When addressed to our clients, any information, drawings, opinions or advice (collectively,
"information") contained in this e-mail is subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing agreements. Where no
such agreement exists, the recipient shall neither rely upon nor disclose to others, such information without our written consent.
Unless otherwise agreed, we do not assume any liability with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the information set out
in this e-mail. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by return e-mail and destroy and delete
the message from your computer.
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 28, 2010
Wendy Whitwell, Clerk
Township of Armour
56 Ontario Street, P.O.Box 533
Burk's Falls, ON P0A 1C0
Dear Ms. Whitwell:
Subject:

Notice of a Notice of Public Meeting: Northland Power: Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, just southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30, 2010 and October 7,
2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide the public with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found online at:
www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast. We would appreciate any comments, queries or information you
may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Email: smale@hatch.ca

Fax: 905-374-1157

Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:srg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East

cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power

H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wendy [clerk@armourtownship.ca]
Wednesday, September 22, 2010 9:41 AM
Male, Sean
RE: Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Handout

Sean
OK I have pulled them. I will print out the revised when available.
Thanks,
Wendy
From: Male, Sean [mailto:SMale@Hatch.ca]
Sent: Wednesday, September 22, 2010 6:28 AM
To: clerk@armourtownship.ca
Subject: Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Handout
Hi Wendy,
At the meeting on Saturday I recall that you took some of our one-page handouts on the Project to have for people to take
from the office. Would it be possible for you to remove those from public access? I realized that there was an error in the
project boundary shown in the one-page handout. The correct boundary is shown in the copies of the poster boards.
I will send a revised PDF this week in case there is interest in having more available.
Thanks,
Sean
N O T I C E - This message from Hatch is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information which is privileged, confidential or proprietary. Internet communications cannot be guaranteed to be secure
or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, arrive late or contain viruses. By communicating with us via email, you accept such risks. When addressed to our clients, any information, drawings, opinions or advice (collectively,
"information") contained in this e-mail is subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing agreements. Where no
such agreement exists, the recipient shall neither rely upon nor disclose to others, such information without our written consent.
Unless otherwise agreed, we do not assume any liability with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the information set out
in this e-mail. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by return e-mail and destroy and delete
the message from your computer.
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
March 7, 2011
Wendy Whitwell, Clerk
Township of Armour
56 Ontario Street, P.O.Box 533
Burk's Falls, ON P0A 1C0
Subject:
Project

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power Solar Burk's Falls East L.P - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power Solar Burk’s Falls East L.P (hereafter referred to as “Northland”) is proposing to construct a
solar project in Township of Armour, just east of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of
10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As you are aware, Northland has initiated a public consultation program in support of the Project. This letter
is inviting you to an upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public
Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned meeting. This Notice will also be published in the
Almaguin News on March 10, 2011 and again on April14, 2011.
Along with an invitation to a Public Consultation Meeting, this letter is to provide notice that the supporting
documents, as per Section 16 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 are available for your review. These
documents include the Natural Heritage Reports, Water Body Reports, Construction Plan Report, Design and
Operation Report, Decommissioning Plan Report, Noise Assessment Study and Stage 1 and 2 Archaeology
Assessment Report. As well, to aid in your review an executive summary is also provided. These reports are
available on line at northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast and at the Township Armour municipal office. Further,
the information provided in these reports will be discussed during the Public Consultation Meeting from
10:00am to 12:00pm on May14, 2011 at the Armour, Ryerson and Burk’s Falls Memorial Arena and
Community Centre, 220 Centre Street, Burk’s Falls, Ontario. We would appreciate any comments, queries or
information you may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:mg

H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

March 7th, 2011
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East Solar Project
cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Linda Mayer
South East Parry Sound District Board
172 Ontario Street, PO Box 269
Burk's Falls, ON P0A 1C0
Dear Ms. Mayer:
Subject:

Notice of a Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting: Northland Power:
Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, just southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
Northland Power is undertaking a public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like to
invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide the public with an opportunity to learn more
about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast. We would appreciate any comments, queries or information you
may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Email: smale@hatch.ca

Fax: 905-374-1157

Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:srg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East

cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 28, 2010
Linda Mayer
South East Parry Sound District Board
172 Ontario Street, PO Box 269
Burk's Falls, ON P0A 1C0
Dear Ms. Mayer:
Subject:

Notice of a Notice of Public Meeting: Northland Power: Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, just southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30, 2010 and October 7,
2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide the public with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found online at:
www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast. We would appreciate any comments, queries or information you
may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Email: smale@hatch.ca

Fax: 905-374-1157

Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
SM:srg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East

cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power

H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
March 7, 2011
Linda Mayer
South East Parry Sound District Board
172 Ontario Street, PO Box 269
Burk's Falls, ON P0A 1C0

Subject:
Project

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power Solar Burk's Falls East L.P - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power Solar Burk’s Falls East L.P (hereafter referred to as “Northland”) is proposing to construct a
solar project in Township of Armour, just east of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of
10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions
of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As you are aware, Northland has initiated a public consultation program in support of the Project. This letter
is inviting you to an upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public
Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned meeting. This Notice will also be published in the
Almaguin News on March 10, 2011 and again on April14, 2011.
Along with an invitation to a Public Consultation Meeting, this letter is to provide notice that the supporting
documents, as per Section 16 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 are available for your review. These
documents include the Natural Heritage Reports, Water Body Reports, Construction Plan Report, Design and
Operation Report, Decommissioning Plan Report, Noise Assessment Study and Stage 1 and 2 Archaeology
Assessment Report. As well, to aid in your review an executive summary is also provided. These reports are
available on line at northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast and at the Township Armour municipal office. Further,
the information provided in these reports will be discussed during the Public Consultation Meeting from
10:00am to 12:00pm on May14, 2011 at the Armour, Ryerson and Burk’s Falls Memorial Arena and
Community Centre, 220 Centre Street, Burk’s Falls, Ontario. We would appreciate any comments, queries or
information you may have that are relevant to the proposed Project.
Please direct any correspondence(s) to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701, Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
Yours truly,

Sean Male, M.Sc.
REA Coordinator
H334680-0000-07-218-0036
© Hatch 0000/00

March 7th, 2011
SM:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East Solar Project
cc: Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Moyer [seplanningbd@bellnet.ca]
Tuesday, May 17, 2011 2:36 PM
Male, Sean
Re: Northland Power Burk's Falls East Solar Project - Municipal Consultation Form

Hi Sean
As discussed, the Southeast Planning Board has no comment with respect to the proposed development. The Planning
Board is the approval authority for consent and subdivision/condominium applications and does not provide comment
on other development proposals within its member municipalities.
Linda Moyer
Secretary-Treasurer
SE Parry Sound District
Planning Board
----- Original Message ----From: Male, Sean
To: seplanningbd@bellnet.ca
Cc: Tom Hockin ; 334844
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2011 12:39 PM
Subject: Northland Power Burk's Falls East Solar Project - Municipal Consultation Form

Hi Linda,
Thanks for taking the time to speak with me today.
As discussed, please find a copy of the municipal consultation form attached for your review. As discussed, if you have
no comments, we would request a response indicating as much so that we can include that in our summary of
consultation activities.
Also, as I mentioned, the Project reports are available at the Township of Armour municipal office, as well as on
northland power’s Project website at www.northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
Thanks,
Sean

Sean K. Male, M.Sc.
Terrestrial Ecologist/Environmental Assessment & Management

Tel: +1 905 374 0701 ext. 5280
Fax: +1 905 374 1157
4342 Queen Street, Suite 500, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, L2E 7J7
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N O T I C E - This message from Hatch is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain information which is privileged, confidential or proprietary. Internet communications cannot be guaranteed to be secure
or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, arrive late or contain viruses. By communicating with us via email, you accept such risks. When addressed to our clients, any information, drawings, opinions or advice (collectively,
"information") contained in this e-mail is subject to the terms and conditions expressed in the governing agreements. Where no
such agreement exists, the recipient shall neither rely upon nor disclose to others, such information without our written consent.
Unless otherwise agreed, we do not assume any liability with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the information set out
in this e-mail. If you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by return e-mail and destroy and delete
the message from your computer.

No virus found in this message.
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Chief Sharon Stinson Henry and Council
Chippewas of Mnjikaning First Nation, Chippewas of Rama
5884 Rama Road, Suite 200
Rama, ON L0K 1T0
Dear Chief Sharon Stinson Henry and Council:
Subject:
Project

Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
1) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
2) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power is commencing its public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like
to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn
more about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
We respectfully request that your community provide (in writing) to us any information available that in your
opinion, should be considered when preparing the reports required for the REA process, and in particular,
any information the community may have regarding adverse impacts that this Project may have on
constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights, as well as any measures for mitigating those adverse
impacts.

Burks Falls East_FN Letter_09Aug10.Doc

© Hatch 2010/08

August 12, 2010

Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Chief Roland Monague and Council
Beausoleil, Chippewas of Christian Island
Christian Island 30, General Delivery
Cedar Point, ON L0K 1C0
Dear Chief Roland Monague and Council:
Subject:
Project

Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
1) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
2) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power is commencing its public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like
to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn
more about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
We respectfully request that your community provide (in writing) to us any information available that in your
opinion, should be considered when preparing the reports required for the REA process, and in particular,
any information the community may have regarding adverse impacts that this Project may have on
constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights, as well as any measures for mitigating those adverse
impacts.

Burks Falls East_FN Letter_09Aug10.Doc

© Hatch 2010/08

August 12, 2010

Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Chief Donna Big Canoe and Council
Chippewas of Georgina Island, Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation
RR 2, PO Box 13
Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0
Dear Chief Donna Big Canoe and Council:
Subject:
Project

Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
1) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
2) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power is commencing its public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like
to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn
more about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
We respectfully request that your community provide (in writing) to us any information available that in your
opinion, should be considered when preparing the reports required for the REA process, and in particular,
any information the community may have regarding adverse impacts that this Project may have on
constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights, as well as any measures for mitigating those adverse
impacts.

Burks Falls East_FN Letter_09Aug10.Doc

© Hatch 2010/08

August 12, 2010

Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Chief Patricia Pawis and Council
Shawanaga First Nation
RR 1
Nobel, ON P0G 1G0
Dear Chief Patricia Pawis and Council:
Subject:
Project

Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
1) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
2) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power is commencing its public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like
to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn
more about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
We respectfully request that your community provide (in writing) to us any information available that in your
opinion, should be considered when preparing the reports required for the REA process, and in particular,
any information the community may have regarding adverse impacts that this Project may have on
constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights, as well as any measures for mitigating those adverse
impacts.
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August 12, 2010

Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Chief Denise Restoule and Council
Dokis First Nation
RR 1
Monetville, ON P0M 2K0
Dear Chief Denise Restoule and Council:
Subject:
Project

Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
1) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
2) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power is commencing its public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like
to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn
more about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
We respectfully request that your community provide (in writing) to us any information available that in your
opinion, should be considered when preparing the reports required for the REA process, and in particular,
any information the community may have regarding adverse impacts that this Project may have on
constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights, as well as any measures for mitigating those adverse
impacts.
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August 12, 2010

Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
Chief William Diabo and Council
Magnetewan First Nation
PO Box 15, RR1
Britt, ON P0G 1A0
Dear Chief William Diabo and Council:
Subject:
Project

Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
1) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
2) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power is commencing its public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like
to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn
more about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
We respectfully request that your community provide (in writing) to us any information available that in your
opinion, should be considered when preparing the reports required for the REA process, and in particular,
any information the community may have regarding adverse impacts that this Project may have on
constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights, as well as any measures for mitigating those adverse
impacts.
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August 12, 2010

Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
August 12, 2010
To Whom It May Concern
Kawartha Nishnawbe, Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation
PO Box 1432
Lakefield, ON K0L 2H0
Dear To Whom It May Concern:
Subject:
Project

Notice of Proposal and Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar

Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the
community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”)
and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10 MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval
(REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and
Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the
REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
1) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
2) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power is commencing its public consultation program in support of the Project and we would like
to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of a Proposal to
Engage in a Renewable Energy Project and Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the
planned meeting. This joint Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on August 12, 2010 and
August 19, 2010. The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn
more about our Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, a draft “Project Description Report” and associated
information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
We respectfully request that your community provide (in writing) to us any information available that in your
opinion, should be considered when preparing the reports required for the REA process, and in particular,
any information the community may have regarding adverse impacts that this Project may have on
constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights, as well as any measures for mitigating those adverse
impacts.
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August 12, 2010

Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of a Proposal/Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 27, 2010
Chief Sharon Stinson Henry and Council
Chippewas of Mnjikaning First Nation, Chippewas of Rama
5884 Rama Road, Suite 200
Rama, ON L0K 1T0
Subject:

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Further to our previous correspondence on this Project, Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar
project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10
MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of
the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
1) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
2) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project, and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30 and October 7, 2010.
The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
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September 27, 2010

Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 27, 2010
Chief Roland Monague and Council
Beausoleil, Chippewas of Christian Island
Christian Island 30, General Delivery
Cedar Point, ON L0K 1C0
Subject:

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Further to our previous correspondence on this Project, Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar
project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10
MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of
the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
3) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
4) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project, and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30 and October 7, 2010.
The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
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September 27, 2010

Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 27, 2010
Chief Donna Big Canoe and Council
Chippewas of Georgina Island, Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation
RR 2, PO Box 13
Sutton West, ON L0E 1R0
Subject:

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Further to our previous correspondence on this Project, Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar
project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10
MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of
the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
5) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
6) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project, and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30 and October 7, 2010.
The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
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September 27, 2010

Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 27, 2010
Chief Dan Pawis and Council
Shawanaga First Nation
2 Village Road, RR 1
Nobel, ON P0G 1G0
Subject:

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Further to our previous correspondence on this Project, Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar
project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10
MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of
the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
7) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
8) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project, and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30 and October 7, 2010.
The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
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September 27, 2010

Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 27, 2010
Chief Denise Restoule and Council
Dokis First Nation
RR 1
Monetville, ON P0M 2K0
Subject:

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Further to our previous correspondence on this Project, Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar
project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10
MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of
the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
9) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
10) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project, and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30 and October 7, 2010.
The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
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September 27, 2010

Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 27, 2010
Chief William Diabo and Council
Magnetewan First Nation
PO Box 15, RR1
Britt, ON P0G 1A0
Subject:

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Further to our previous correspondence on this Project, Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar
project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10
MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of
the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
11) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
12) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project, and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30 and October 7, 2010.
The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
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September 27, 2010

Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Suite 500, 4342 Queen Street
Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada L2E 7J7
Tel. 905 374 5200  Fax: 905 374 1157  www.hatch.ca

H334844
September 27, 2010
Kawartha Nishnawbe, Kawartha Nishnawbe First Nation
PO Box 1432
Lakefield, ON K0L 2H0
Subject:

Notice of Public Meeting - Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Further to our previous correspondence on this Project, Northland Power is proposing to construct a solar
project in the Township of Armour, southeast of the community of Burk’s Falls. The proposed project is
named the Burk’s Falls East Solar Project (the “Project”) and will have an installed nominal capacity of 10
MW. This Project requires a Renewable Energy Approval (REA) issued in accordance with the provisions of
the Ontario Environmental Protection Act Part V.0.1 and Ontario Regulation 359/09. Northland Power has
retained Hatch to assist in fulfilling the requirements of the REA process.
As part of the REA process (Section 14 (b) O. Reg, 359/09), the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has
provided Northland Power with a list of Aboriginal communities who, in the opinion of the MOE Director:
13) “have or may have constitutionally protected aboriginal or treaty rights that may be adversely
impacted by the project, or
14) otherwise may be interested in any negative environmental effects of the project”.
Your community was included in the MOE’s list and as such you will be included in our Project’s
consultation program and you will be provided with the reports and summaries required by Section 17 of
Ontario Reg. 359/09, as soon as they are available.
Northland Power has acquired additional lands for the Project, and as a result is repeating the first public
meeting in support of the Project, and we would like to invite you to the upcoming Public Consultation
Meeting. Please find attached a “Notice of Public Meeting”, which details the time and date of the planned
meeting. This Notice will also be published in the Almaguin News on September 30 and October 7, 2010.
The Public Consultation Meeting will provide all stakeholders with an opportunity to learn more about our
Project proposal and about Northland Power.
In accordance with Section 16 (3) of Ontario Reg. 359/09, an updated draft “Project Description Report” and
associated information pertaining to this Project and about Northland Power can be found on-line at:
northlandpower.ca/burksfallseast.
Correspondence should be directed to:
Sean Male, M.Sc., REA Coordinator
Hatch Ltd.
4342 Queen St., Suite 500
Niagara Falls, ON, L2E 7J7
Phone: 905-374-0701 Ext 5280
Fax:
905-374-1157
Email: smale@hatch.ca
We thank you for your interest in this Project and look forward to your participation.
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September 27, 2010

Yours truly,

Sean Male, MSc, Environmental Coordinator,
Hatch Ltd.
sm:mg
Attachment: Notice of Public Meeting: Burk’s Falls East
cc:

Mike Lord, Northland Power
Tom Hockin, Northland Power
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Appendix J
Correspondence with Aboriginal
Communities

© Hatch 2011/04

December 17, 2010
Chief Restoule,
It was a pleasure talking with you this past Wednesday, December 15, 2010. Further to our
conversation, I am enclosing the original letters that were sent to you concerning our Burk’s
Falls East & Burk’s Falls West projects.
As discussed, we would kindly ask that you confirm, in writing, that your First Nation
community does not have an interest in these two projects. If you could you please address
this note:
Tom Hockin
Development Manager, Renewables
Northland Power Inc.
30 St. Clair Avenue West, 17th Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 3A1
If you prefer, you can forward this letter to Tom via email at
tom.hockin@northlandpower.ca
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Best regards and happy holidays!
Art Krause

December 17, 2010
Chief Bill Diabo,
It was a pleasure talking with you this past Wednesday, December 15, 2010. Further to our
conversation, I am enclosing the original Project Description Reports for Northland Power’s
Burk’s Falls East & Burk’s Falls West solar power projects along with their respective cover
letters, that were previously sent to you.
As discussed, we would kindly ask that you review this material and confirm, in writing,
whether your First Nation community does or does not have an interest in these two
projects. If you could please address your reply to:
Tom Hockin
Development Manager, Renewables
Northland Power Inc.
30 St. Clair Avenue West, 17th Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 3A1
If you prefer, you can forward your reply to Tom via email at
tom.hockin@northlandpower.ca. If you have any questions, or, if you would like to discuss
any aspects of this project, please don’t hesitate to contact me by reply email.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Best regards and happy holidays!
Art Krause

Tom,
Just got off the phone with Chief Bill Diabo (Magnetawan FN). There is a meeting of Chiefs
of the Robinson Huron Treaty Area scheduled for Feb 1 & 2 where he intends to bring this
matter forward. He asked that I call him next Friday when he expects to be able to provide
a coordinated response from those chiefs.
Art
Art Krause
President & CEO
Environmental Communications Consulting Inc.
52 Elm Ridge Drive
Toronto, Ontario M6B 1A4
P: 416.781.7020
F: 416.785.6387
C: 416.565.7987

From: Marlene Stiles [mailto:mstiles@georginaisland.com]
Sent: January 13, 2011 10:10 AM
To: Art Krause
Cc: Donna Big Canoe
Subject: Re: Northland Power's Burk's Falls East and Burk's Fall's West Solar Power Projects
Art,
Can you please forward to Tom.
Thank you for the information for review, but as discussed in our telephone conversation that we are
getting bogged down with materials on these projects that are not even close to our First Nation
territories. This is to confirm that in discussion with our Chief, neither of these two projects of Hatch are
of interest to our First Nation.
Marlene Stiles
EDO
Chippewas of Georgina Island
----- Original Message ----From: Art Krause
To: Marlene Stiles
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 2:22 PM
Subject: Northland Power's Burk's Falls East and Burk's Fall's West Solar Power Projects

Marlene,
It was a pleasure talking with you earlier today. Further to our conversation, I am enclosing
the original Project Description Reports for Northland Power’s Burk’s Falls East & Burk’s Falls
West solar power projects along with their respective cover letters, that were previously
sent to Chief Donna Big Canoe and the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation Council.
As discussed, we would kindly ask that you review this material and confirm, in writing,
whether your First Nation community does or does not have an interest in these two
projects. If you could please address your reply to:
Tom Hockin
Development Manager, Renewables
Northland Power Inc.
30 St. Clair Avenue West, 17th Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 3A1
If you prefer, you can forward your reply to Tom via email at
tom.hockin@northlandpower.ca. If you have any questions, or, if you would like to discuss
any aspects of this project, please don’t hesitate to contact me by reply email.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Art Krause

From: Roly Monague [mailto:rolymonague@chimnissing.ca]
Sent: January 18, 2011 5:01 PM
To: Art Krause
Subject: RE: Northland Power's Burk's Falls East and Burk's Fall's West Solar Power Projects

Thanks Art for the attachments referencing your project. I did speak to Karry Sandy McKenzie today and
she was aware of your call however required the documents again for her reference and advises she will
respond accordingly..I have forwarded to her attention this date..
Chief Roland Monague
From: Art Krause [mailto:ask_ecci@sympatico.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, January 18, 2011 9:13 AM
To: Roly Monague
Subject: Northland Power's Burk's Falls East and Burk's Fall's West Solar Power Projects
Chief Roland Monague,
It was a pleasure talking with you this yesterday. Further to our conversation, I am
enclosing the original Project Description Reports for Northland Power’s Burk’s Falls East &
Burk’s Falls West solar power projects along with their respective cover letters, that were
previously sent to you.
As discussed, we would kindly ask that you review this material and confirm, in writing,
whether your First Nation community does or does not have an interest in these two
projects. If you, or Karry Sandy Mckenzie could please address your reply to:
Tom Hockin
Development Manager, Renewables
Northland Power Inc.
30 St. Clair Avenue West, 17th Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 3A1
If you prefer, you can forward your reply to Tom via email at
tom.hockin@northlandpower.ca. If you or Karry Sandy Mckenzie have any questions, or, if
you would like to discuss any aspects of this project, please don’t hesitate to contact me by
reply email.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Best regards and happy holidays!
Art Krause

McRae, Elizabeth
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Art Krause [ask_ecci@sympatico.ca]
Monday, January 31, 2011 12:48 PM
nicoleg@ramafirstnation.ca
RE: Northland Power - Burk's Falls East and West Solar Project
Hatch Ltd Letter Nov 10, 2010.pdf

Nicole,
Thank you for leaving a message last Friday. Sorry I missed your call.
In your message you referred to a letter attached to your Jan 18/11 email. As you will see from the
attached, it advises Northland Power that the matter should be referred to Karry Sandy-Mckenzie. It
makes no mention of the Chippewas of Rama First Nation’s position with respect to Northland Power’s two
solar project proposals near Burk’s Falls.
We have made repeated attempts to connect with Ms. Sandy-Mckenzie, having left at least four voicemail
messages for her. We have yet to get any kind of acknowledgement or response from her. That was the
reason for my calling you and Chief Henry again in the hope you or Chief Henry might have better success
in getting Ms. Sandy-Mckenzie to provide the Chippewas of Rama with an opinion concerning these two
projects.
While we appreciate the coordinating role Ms. Sandy-Mckenzie provides with respect to the Williams
Treaties First Nations, Northland Power received a letter from the Chippewas of Georgina Island (also
members, as I understand, of the Williams Treaties First Nations), indicating that the Chippewas of
Georgina Island have no concerns with respect to these two projects. It is our aim to obtain the same
sort of correspondence from the Chippewas of Rama. However, if the Chippewas of Rama First Nation or
the Williams Treaties First Nations have concerns with respect to these projects, we would like to have
those concerns identified so we may begin to address them.
Any assistance you or Chief Henry could provide in moving this matter forward would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, or, if you would like
to discuss any aspects of these projects further, please don’t hesitate to contact me by email or phone
(416.781.7020).
Respectfully
Art Krause

From: Nicole Gray [mailto:nicoleg@ramafirstnation.ca]
Sent: January 18, 2011 2:49 PM
To: ask_ecci@sympatico.ca
Subject: Northland Power - Burk's Falls East Solar Project

Attached please find a copy of the letter you requested.
Thank you,
Nicole

__________________________________________
Nicole Gray
Executive Assistant to the Chief, Administration

Chippewas of Rama First Nation
(ph) 705-325-3611 ext.1216
1

(cell)
(fax) 705-325-0879
(url) www.ramafirstnation.ca
-------------------------------------------------This email is intended only for the named recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable
law. No waiver of privilege, confidence or otherwise is intended by virtue of communication via the internet. Any unauthorized or copying is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this e-mail in error, or are not named as a recipient, please immediately notify the sender and destroy all copies of this e-mail.
By submitting your or another individual's personal information to Chippewas of Rama First Nation, its service providers and agents, you agree and confirm your
authority from such other individual, to our collection, use and disclosure of such personal information in accordance with our privacy policy.
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