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Northland Power, in business since 1987, develops and operates 
clean and green power generation projects, mainly in the 
provinces of Ontario, Quebec and Saskatchewan. 

NEXT WEEK: FIRST NATIONS PARTNERSHIP

M A N I T O U L I N   W I N D   N E W S

RENEWABLE ENERGY APPROVALS

What are the requirements under the Renewable Energy 
Act (REA) for a wind project?  How stringent are the 
protections to the public and the environment? How 
does the public have input and get involved in the REA 
process? Despite what you have may heard or read, the 
Ontario government has set up a rigorous approval 
process for wind energy projects such as the one 
proposed for McLean’s Mountain.  

To better understand what checks and balances are 
involved, it is important to understand the basics of the 
Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009 that sets 
out the process for development of renewable energy 
projects in Ontario. There is an executive summary of 
the Green Energy Act and other information on the Act 
available from the Ontario government website at 
http://www.greenenergyact.ca.  This new approach 
re�ects changes made to the Environmental Protection 
Act, Environmental Assessment Act, Environmental Bill 
of Rights, the Planning Act, and various requirements 
under legislation enforced by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources.   Protections built previously into these 
pieces of legislation have been maintained in the new 
REA process. 

We have touched on some of the requirements in 
previous articles. The basic checklist of requirements by 
the Ministry and by the federal and provincial govern-
ment is included with this column mapped out in a REA 
process chart.  

Prior to construction, the wind project developer must 
receive a 20 year contract from the Ontario Power 

Authority under the new Feed-In Tari� (FIT) program.  
This program provides a guaranteed purchase price for 
power produced supporting the economics of the 
project. Wind facilities over 50 KW, like McLean’s Moun-
tain Wind Farm, require additional pre-submission 
requirements and must comply with noise, property, 
railway and road set backs.  There may also be require-
ments related to proximity to water, natural heritage or 
cultural heritage depending on the location of the 
project. There are recent, stringent, wetlands require-
ments too.

There are �ve major steps that must be completed in 
order to obtain a Renewable Energy Approval: Step 1: 
Pre-submission work; Step 2: Consultation on 
pre-submission work; Step 3: Completion of the submis-
sion; Step 4: Public notice to the Environmental Registry 
and Step 5: Decision.

Although this project has a FIT-awarded contract, work 
had begun on site identi�cation and studies several 
years before the government established the REA and 
the FIT program.  The result has been studies have been 
redone or resubmitted to meet the new standards and 
additional requirements. We have met and will meet 
every requirement.  It is a public process and informa-
tion is shared through the Public Information Centres 
held and all documents are available in the project o�ce 
for your review.  We are here to answer questions and 
address concerns.

We have also been taking this extra time to ensure 
proper consultation with the First Nations of Manitoulin 

Island and the community at large.  Many of you will 
now be aware that the UCCM has established its own 
new corporation to develop energy projects and has 
partnered with Northland Power on the McLean’s 
Mountain Wind Farm.  This is exciting news.  We will 
explain the partnership and the increased local bene�ts 
in a future column.

Within two weeks, we will be submitting a complete REA 
submission. The public will be noti�ed and you will have 
the opportunity under the Environmental Bill of Rights 
to make comments on that �nal submission.

For now, what remains is completion of some �nal 
studies and work well underway that are related to the 
Ministry of Natural Resources wetlands guidelines and 
the Ministry of Culture and Tourism’s heritage studies 
and archeological dig reports.

After consideration of all the relevant information 
provided and public comments, the Ministry of the 
Environment can issue, amend, renew or refuse the REA.  
If approval is granted, the applicant must then gather 
the remaining approvals and permits required prior to 
moving forward with the project.  This includes, but is 
not limited to a municipal building permit and a notice 
to proceed under the FIT contract in addition to any 
additional federal requirements needed.   

If you have any further questions related to the REA 
process or the potential impact of the wind farm on you, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. Come in to visit us 
at the o�ce so we can go over your concerns directly.

     Feed-In Tari� Contract       Consultation with Renewable Energy Facility O�ce                              Submission Completion            30- Day Review Period   REA Decision & Municipal Permits

Renewable Energy Approval that includes…
-Project description report
*Facilities, equipment or technology that will be used 
to convert renewable energy source to electricity
*Class of the Renewable energy generation facility
*Activities that will be engaged in as part of 
renewable energy project
*Capacity of energy generation facility
*Ownership of the land where project will be located
*Report on any potential negative environmental 
e�ects that may result from engaging in the project
*Map showing the project and the surrounding 300 
metres of the project

-Design and operations report
*Site plan of project location
*Conceptual plans, speci�cations and descriptions 
related to design and operation of facility
*Environmental e�ects monitoring plan with respect 
to any negative environmental impacts
*Resource plan setting out a description of the actions 
to be taken

Ministry of Culture requires: 
-Approval from appropriate body if project 
falls on property protected by Ontario 
Heritage Act
-Archaeological assessments and mitigation 
plan if potential impacts found in �rst 
archaeological study

MNR requires:
-If on federal crown land – Approval for 
work permits and/or tenure to occupy 
Crown land under the Public Lands Act
-Permits under Endangered Species Act 
(ESA)
-Approval under the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservative Act (FWCA)
-License under the Aggregate Resources 
Act (if project requires removal of mineral 
aggregate material)

-Decommissioning plan report
*Procedures for dismantling or demolishing 
the facility
*Activities related to the restoration of any 
land and water impacted by facility
*Procedures for managing excess materials 
and waste

-Additional studies and reports
*Archaeological and Heritage resources must be identi�ed.  
Applicant must show how they are going to be impacted.
*Must show that the facility meets setback requirements
*Public comment period and hearing under the Environmental 
registry
*Studies related to provincially protected wetlands, woodlands, 
forests, valleylands and areas of land and water that represent 
signi�cant geological or biological features.
*If relevant additional compliance reports dealing with legislation in 
the Oak Ridges Moraine, Greenbelt, Far North of Ontario, Niagara 
Escarpment and Lake Simcoe
*Provincial parks and conservation reserves
*Signi�cant habitat necessary to sustain wildlife including birds and 
bats.
*Study related to bodies of water located near the project site.
*Review of records within a 300m radius of the proposed project to 
ensure no natural features or bodies of water impacted
*Noise study to prove the project design does not exceed 40dBA

Issued: April 8, 2010

Ministry of Transporation requires:
-Application for a sign permit
-Application for a Building and Land Use 
Permit/Entrance Permit
-Application for Encroachment Permit
-Approval if service roads connect to 
existing public roads

Federal government requires: 
-CBC requires applicants to comply with Radio 
Advisory Board of Canada and CANWEA guidelines to 
notify CBC of any proposed wind facilities
-RCMP Mobile Communications unit must be 
contacted and alerted of wind project
-Transport Canada requires equipment dealing with 
aviation regulations
-Additional requirements if project is located near an 
airport to prove that birds will not be attracted by 
project
-Fisheries and Oceans if additional review is required 
under Fisheries Act

-Construction Report
*Summary of communication with members of public, 
aboriginal communities, municipalities, local road boards and 
local service boards
*Evidence that information required to be distributed to 
aboriginal communities was completed. 
*Any information provided by aboriginals in terms of feedback
*Evidence that consultation form was distributed to 
municipalities or boards
*Completed or partially completed consultation forms, if any

Completed: January 17, 2010

-Construction Plan Report
*Details of any construction or installation activities
*Location and timing of any construction or installation 
activities for the duration of installation
*Any negative environmental impacts that may result from 
construction or installation
*Mitigation plan for any negative environmental impacts 

Environmental Registry for the 
Manitoulin project will be posted here:
http://www.ebr.gov.on.ca/ERS-WEB-
External/content/about.jsp?f0=aboutThe
Registry.info&menuIndex=0_1

-Building permit  
-Notice to Proceed under a FIT contract 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

Expected: March 7, 2011

MCLEAN’S MOUNTAIN WIND FARM REA SUBMISSION INTO PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT BY EARLY MARCH

McLean's Mountain Wind Farm
Northland Power Inc.
13 Worthington Street, Little Current
Ph:  705-368-0303
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ECONOMICS OF WIND POWER

CHANGING WIND TECHNOLOGY

Is wind energy economically competitive? What are the economic benefits of wind 
power? How does a wind farm make economic sense to a rural area? There has been 
some talk that wind power doesn’t make economic sense.  Well, the research and 
experience in other jurisdictions have proven that wind power brings new economic 
power, particularly to rural regions.

Let’s take a look state-side and then return to Ontario’s experience with wind eco-
nomics.  The “Wind Powering America” program will create $60 billion in investments 
in rural America over the next 20 years. Over that same 20-year period it will create 
$1.2 billion in new income for farmers and landowners and create 80,000 new jobs. 
According to the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority, wind 
energy produces 27 percent more jobs per KW hour than coal plants and 60 percent 
more jobs per KW hour than natural gas plants. Wind energy is currently contributing 
to the economies of 46 American states.

What about here in Canada? Wind energy in Canada has increased considerably in 
the last six years as governments try to reduce the environmental impacts of power 
generation and to stimulate rural economic development. Ontario is the current 
provincial leader with roughly one-third of the country’s wind energy development. 
Government renewable energy policies and Green Energy Act initiatives have served 
to kick-start a Canadian and a provincial renewable energy sector. 

Wind energy is also proving to be competitive in its own right where wind energy is 
competing with more established technologies. In Canada and the U.S., wind energy 
is proving it can compete with other technologies in meeting the demands for in-
creased generating capacity. The environmental benefits of wind energy are no longer 
the only driver. 

The NSERC (National Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada) Wind 
Energy Strategic Network (WESNet) is a Canada-wide, multi-institutional and multi-
disciplinary research network that has been working over the past five years with a 
dedicated team of thirty-nine (39) top researchers from sixteen universities across 
the country to get the facts on wind energy impacts. Twelve research centres across 
Ontario are dedicated to alternative energy R&D, including the McMaster Institute for 
Energy Studies and the Waterloo Institute for Sustainable Energy. The Ontario Centre 
of Excellence for Energy was established in 2005. Renewable energy is becoming an 
important economic driver and a 21st century industry sector.

The Canadian experience, according to British Columbia Hydro, indicates there is a 
strong economic multiplier for every 1,000 new MW of wind energy that generates 
benefits in terms of billions in private sector investments, new tax revenue and new 
jobs in addition to 1,000 MW powering 300,000 Canadian homes.

Why put wind farms in rural Ontario?  The fact is you put wind farms near good wind 
sources. For rural communities, wind farms can be an important source of economic 
stability. Why is that important?  According to Statistics Canada and the last Census 
results, the family farm has been under threat due to economic stress. From 1996 to 
2006, there were 10,309 fewer farms representing a decrease of about 2.8 farms per 
day.  That is an incredible statistic.

Wind farms provide lease income to landowners and new income for rural municipali-
ties through property taxes and often through additional amenities agreements. Wind 
development projects can help rural landowners remain on the land they’ve owned for 
generations and continue serving their local communities with new guaranteed crop 
revenue.

A quick look at the economic benefits to and positive experience in rural communities 
with wind farms in Ontario is provided below.

Manitoulin Island will have its place on the map of a greener Ontario.  The economic 
benefits for NEMI will include –
• Establishment of a Community Fund to annually support local charitable  
 causes or groups;
• Nearly $100,000 in new municipal tax revenue;
• 7 to 8 site-related jobs; and
• On-going support for local activities such as hockey – Manitoulin Islanders  
 and the Little NHL, etc.

Wind energy is clean, green, renewable and one of the best sources of economic 
renewal and sustainability for rural communities. That will be the experience here on 
Manitoulin Island.  Not sure?  Give us a call or drop in to the McLean’s Mountain Wind 
Farm project office and we can talk about the economic benefits or any other aspect 
of the wind farm that interests you.
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